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PREFACE 
PREFACE 

BCIS ALTERATIONS AND REFURBISHMENT ESTIMATING PRICE BOOK 28TH EDITION 

Preface to the 28th edition 

This important addition to the BCIS range of building price books has been compiled in recognition of the importance of the building refurbishment market. 

The last 20 years has seen a substantial increase in the volume of building alteration and refurbishment activity in the United Kingdom. This has been encouraged by 
an increased awareness of the value and importance of historic buildings and the built environment. More recently, the state of the economy has led to building 
owners and users amending plans to build and move into new buildings and consider, instead, improvements to their existing premises. 

In compiling this revised price book, BCIS has drawn upon the vast resources of its Building Database to provide in a single volume the most comprehensive selection 
possible of prices for alteration and refurbishment work, including the addition of helpful information on the Landfill Tax. 

As with all BCIS price books, each section is presented in an easy-to-understand layout, giving the labour time, together with a detailed cost analysis for every item of 
work split into labour, plant and material content. These are totalled to show a competitive and realistic total unit price requiring only the addition of the user's own profit 
and overheads. The format and breakdown of the unit rates allows users to make adjustments to suit local conditions with ease. 

The data contained in this book is intended for use on projects consisting entirely or substantially of alterations and improvements to existing buildings, from simply 
taking out a door and blocking up the opening, to projects up to £250,000 in value.  

MATERIAL PRICES 
Material prices used in this book are based on national average best trade prices. The base date used for these materials costs is the second quarter 2022. 

LABOUR RATES 
The Alterations and Refurbishment Estimating Price Book is based on the Building and Allied Trades Joint Industrial Council wage agreement. 

The wage rates agreed by the Joint Industry Board for Plumbing and Mechanical Engineering Services in England and Wales have been used where applicable. 

PLUS RATES 
In order to reflect the more costly nature of alterations and refurbishment work a plus rate of 10 pence per hour has been incorporated into the hourly cost calculation. 

We would recommend that users study the introduction, Section A, to familiarise themselves with the basis for pricing this year. 

PARTNERING FOR EXCELLENCE 

BCIS and Arcadis share many beliefs and ideals in the provision of quality information and service to all our clients and we are proud of our partnership 

Arcadis LLP 
Arcadis is the leading global design and consultancy firm for natural and built assets.  Arcadis has access to approximately 29,000 professionals worldwide 
operating in over 70 countries. Working across a wide range of market sectors, Arcadis helps its clients create exceptional and sustainable outcomes throughout 
the lifecycle of their natural and built assets.  For more information visit http://www.arcadis.com 

In this Edition Arcadis has assisted BCIS with items on Asbestos in Buildings (see Section 9 page 1). The partnership will bring extended valuable information in 
future publications. 

Nang Vo Kham Murng, MRICS, MSc, BEng  
Resource Data Manager 
BCIS 
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-A- 
Access traps, 18-15 
Additional costs 

rough dressed, random, rubble walling, 14-2 
Adjustments for roller application 

Painting and Decorating, 25-1 
Aerofil high density fibre board joint filler 

joints in concrete, 11-8 
Air bricks 

terracotta, 12-23 
Air handling units 

window fans, 22-16 
Emulsion paint 

internally, 25-8 
Alarms 

fire, 22-17 
Alkali resisting primer externally 

paint externally, 25-26 
Alterations 

electrical, 9-15, 22-24 
Alterations and repairs 

electrical installations, 9-15, 22-24 
Alterations to existing 

manholes, 26-22 
Aluminium 

gutters, cast, 21-16 
paint internally, 25-20 
rainwater heads, 21-18 
rainwater pipes, cast, 21-18 
safety treads and nosings, 23-32 

Aluminium windows 
casement windows, 20-11 
sash windows, 20-11 

Ancillaries, polypropylene 
sanitary installation, 21-20 

Angle beads to internal plaster 
Expamet, 23-12 

Angle fillets 
sawn softwood, 18-18 

Anti-bacterial paint 
internally, water based epoxy, 25-13 

Anti-intruder chain link 
Fencing, 27-1 

Approximate Estimating, 29-1 
bitumen macadam paving, 29-7 
brick manholes, 29-9 
cutting openings in walls, 29-10 
drainage, 29-8 
edgings, kerbs and channels, 29-7 
external doors, 29-5 
external walls, 29-5 
filling in openings in walls, 29-11 
grass concrete paving, 29-7 
guidance notes, 29-1 
hollow ground floors, 29-3 
in situ concrete paving, 29-7 
internal doors, 29-6 
manholes - brick, 29-9 
pavings, 29-7 
precast edgings, kerbs and channels, 29-7 
precast paving, 29-7 
recycled polymer concrete channels, 29-8 
roads and footpaths, 29-7 
roofs, 29-4 
site works, 29-7 
solid ground floors, 29-3 
strip footings, 29-2 
substructure works, 29-2 
suspended timber floors, 29-4 
underpinning, 29-3 
upper floors, 29-4 
windows, 29-5 
windows and external doors, 29-5 

Apron flashings 
lead alternative, 17-11 

Arch bars 
cutting openings, 9-20 
steel, 20-5 

Arches 
brick, 9-20 
stone, 9-21 

Arches, brickwork built of facing bricks 
flat, 9-20 
segmental, 9-20 
semi-circular, 9-21 

Archforms 
Expamet - galvanised reinforcement, 23-17 

Architraves 
hardwood standard mouldings, 18-20 
plaster beads (Expamet), 23-12 
softwood non-standard mouldings, 18-21 
softwood standard mouldings, 18-19 

Artex finish 
paint internally, 25-11 

Asbestos in buildings 
Demolitions, Alterations and Repairs, 9-1 

Ashlar 
bonding to existing, 15-5 
cutting and pinning, 15-5 
repairs and renovations, 15-5 

Ashlar stone 
making good, 15-3 

Asphalt Work, 16-1 
damp proofing and tanking, 16-1 
hacking up, 9-8 
pavings and sub-floors, 16-1 
removal and making good, 9-8 
roofing, 16-3 

Attached beams 
formwork generally, 11-14 

Average quality wallpaper 
decorative wall coverings, 25-37 

-B- 
Ball valves 

pipework and ancillaries, 21-27 
Balloon gratings 

galvanised wire, 21-19 
Balustrades and railings 

timber, 18-34 
Band courses 

brickwork, 12-10 
Barbed wire 

gate post extensions, 27-5 
Barrel, tower, etc, fixing only 

bolts, 18-41 
Base boarding 

plasterboard, 23-18 
Basecourse 

macadam, 28-19 
Basements 

excavation by hand, 10-2 
excavation by machine, 10-4 

Basic prices 
Brickwork and Blockwork, 12-1 
Concrete Work, 11-1 
Demolitions, 9-5 
Drainage, 26-1 
Electrical Installations, 22-1 
Excavation and Earthwork, 10-1 
External Works, 28-1 
Floor, Wall and Ceiling Finishes, 23-1 
Glazing, 24-1 
Introduction, 7-1 
Masonry, 15-1 
Metalwork, 20-1 
Painting and Decorating, 25-1 
Plumbing, 21-1 
Roofing, 17-1 
Rubble Walling, 14-1 
Structural Steelwork, 19-1 
Underpinning, 13-1 
Woodwork, 18-1 

Bath 
sanitary installation, 21-21 

Bath panel framework 
sawn softwood, 18-19 

Baths 
acrylic, 21-21 
cast iron, 21-21 
panels, 21-21 
pressed steel, 21-21 

Beads 
Expamet - galvanised reinforcement, 23-11 

Beany block 
drainage system, 28-18 

Bearers for shelving 
softwood, 18-22 

Bedding plates etc in cement mortar, 12-19 
Beds 

forming footpaths, 28-8 
forming pavings, 28-8 
forming roads, 28-8 
in situ concrete, 11-5 
plain lightweight concrete, 11-6 
reinforced concrete, 11-5 
reinforced lightweight concrete, 11-6 

Beds and backings 
cement and sand, 23-20 
screed, levelling, 23-22 
screed, lightweight, 23-22 

Below ground water level 
earthwork support, 10-8 

Bib taps 
sanitary installations, 21-21 
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 003 Brass raised countersunk wood screws (No. 8 x 38 mm); brass screwcups:      
  flush with surface:      
  300 mm centres 0.30 5.89 0.43 6.32 m 
  400 mm centres 0.23 4.46 0.33 4.79 m 
  600 mm centres 0.16 3.07 0.20 3.27 m 
  900 mm centres 0.10 1.88 0.15 2.03 m 
  1200 mm centres 0.07 1.41 0.10 1.51 m 
        
  PLUGGING      
        
 004 Plugging to receive screws (priced elsewhere); No. 8 x 38 mm plastic plugs in:      
  concrete:      
  300 mm centres 0.21 4.22 0.11 4.33 m 
  400 mm centres 0.17 3.29 0.08 3.37 m 
  600 mm centres 0.11 2.12 0.06 2.18 m 
  900 mm centres 0.07 1.40 0.04 1.44 m 
  1200 mm centres 0.06 1.19 0.03 1.22 m 
  300 mm centres one way, 600 mm centres other way 0.36 7.03 0.19 7.22 m2 
  Isolated 0.10 1.89 0.03 1.92 Nr 
  brickwork or blockwork:      
  300 mm centres 0.19 3.77 0.11 3.88 m 
  400 mm centres 0.14 2.82 0.08 2.90 m 
  600 mm centres 0.10 1.88 0.06 1.94 m 
  900 mm centres 0.06 1.19 0.04 1.23 m 
  1200 mm centres 0.05 0.93 0.03 0.96 m 
  300 mm centres one way, 600 mm centres other way 0.32 6.34 0.19 6.53 m2 
  Isolated 0.08 1.65 0.03 1.68 Nr 
        
 005 Fixing with nails      
        
 006 Fixing direct with 75 mm cut steel clasp nails (no plugging) in:      
  concrete 0.12 2.34 0.36 2.70 m 
  brickwork or blockwork 0.10 1.88 0.36 2.24 m 
        
 007 Fixing direct with 50 x 2.5 mm hardened masonry nails (no plugging) in:      
  concrete 0.12 2.34 0.03 2.37 m 
  brickwork or blockwork 0.10 1.89 0.03 1.92 m 
        
  HOLES IN TIMBER      
        
 008 Holes in Timber      
        
 009 Holes for bolts and the like:      
  12 mm softwood 0.06 1.19 - 1.19 Nr 
  25 mm softwood 0.10 1.88 - 1.88 Nr 
  50 mm softwood 0.14 2.81 - 2.81 Nr 
  12 mm hardwood 0.07 1.41 - 1.41 Nr 
  25 mm hardwood 0.12 2.34 - 2.34 Nr 
  50 mm hardwood 0.17 3.29 - 3.29 Nr 
        
 010 Countersinking:      
  softwood 0.04 0.71 - 0.71 Nr 
  hardwood 0.05 0.93 - 0.93 Nr 
        
 011 Countersinking and pellating:      
  softwood 0.22 4.28 - 4.28 Nr 
  hardwood 0.26 5.17 - 5.17 Nr 
        
 012 Holes for ducting, trunking and the like in softwood:      
  12 mm thick timber:      
  not exceeding 0.025 m2 0.20 3.90 - 3.90 Nr 
  0.025 - 0.05 m2 0.24 4.70 - 4.70 Nr 
  0.05 - 0.075 m2 0.30 5.89 - 5.89 Nr 
  25 mm thick timber:      
  not exceeding 0.025 m2 0.22 4.34 - 4.34 Nr 
  0.025 - 0.05 m2 0.26 5.17 - 5.17 Nr 
  0.05 - 0.075 m2 0.32 6.34 - 6.34 Nr 
  50 mm thick timber:      
  not exceeding 0.025 m2 0.30 5.89 - 5.89 Nr 
  0.025 - 0.05 m2 0.36 7.04 - 7.04 Nr 
  0.05 - 0.075 m2 0.41 8.21 - 8.21 Nr 
        
 013 Holes for ducting, trunking and the like in hardwood:      
  12 mm thick timber:      
  not exceeding 0.025 m2 0.24 4.70 - 4.70 Nr 
  0.025 - 0.05 m2 0.28 5.63 - 5.63 Nr 
  0.05 - 0.075 m2 0.36 7.04 - 7.04 Nr 
  25 mm thick timber:      
  not exceeding 0.025 m2 0.26 5.17 - 5.17 Nr 
  0.025 - 0.05 m2 0.31 6.10 - 6.10 Nr 
  0.05 - 0.075 m2 0.38 7.51 - 7.51 Nr 
  50 mm thick timber:      
  not exceeding 0.025 m2 0.36 7.04 - 7.04 Nr 
  0.025 - 0.05 m2 0.43 8.44 - 8.44 Nr 
  0.05 - 0.075 m2 0.50 9.85 - 9.85 Nr 
        


	Alterations&Refurbishment2023_Final 1
	Alterations&Refurbishment2023_Final 5
	Alterations&Refurbishment2023_Final 6
	Alterations&Refurbishment2023_Final 15
	Alterations&Refurbishment2023_Final 19
	Alterations&Refurbishment2023_Final 259



